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�ŚĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ͕�/>͕�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ�ŽĨ�Becoming 
an Architect: A Guide to Careers in 
Design, and contributor to the AIA 
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“The future is not a result of choices among 
alternative paths offered by the present, but 
D�SODFH�WKDW�LV�FUHDWHG�±�FUHDWHG�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�
mind and will, created next in activity.  The 
future is not some place we are going to, 
but one we are creating.  The paths are not 
to be found, but made, and the activity of 
making them changes, both the maker and 
the destination.”
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2YHU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�PXFK�PHGLD�DWWHQWLRQ�
DERXW� DUFKLWHFWXUH� QRW� EHLQJ� D� YLDEOH� FDUHHU� SDWK��
DUWLFOHV� KDYH� GHJUDGHG� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�
SURIHVVLRQ�� 'HVSLWH� WKLV� QHJDWLYH� DWWHQWLRQ�� WKH� FDUHHU�
RI� DQ� DUFKLWHFW� �DQG� WKH� DUFKLWHFWXUDO� HGXFDWLRQ��� VHUYH�
DV�D�VSULQJERDUG� WR�D�P\ULDG�RI�FDUHHU�SXUVXLWV�ERWK� LQ�
DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�EH\RQG�
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*UHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�RU�VXVWDLQDEOH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�LV�
RQH� RI� WKH� IDVWHVW� SRWHQWLDO� FDUHHU� SDWKV� IRU� DUFKLWHFWV��
0DQ\�DUFKLWHFWV�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�JUDGXDWHV�DUH�SXUVXLQJ�
/(('� DFFUHGLWDWLRQ� ZKHUH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� H[LVW� WKURXJK�
LQFUHDVHG� XVH� RI� UHQHZDEOH� HQHUJ\� WHFKQRORJLHV� �H�J���
ZLQG��JHRWKHUPDO��K\GURSRZHU���HFR�IULHQGO\�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
PDWHULDOV��DQG�UHF\FODEOH�EXLOGLQJ�PDWHULDOV���$V�RI�������
QHDUO\� DOO� RI� WKH� ODUJHVW� ���� FRUSRUDWLRQV� KDG� D� &KLHI�
6XVWDLQDELOLW\�2I¿FHU� ±� ZKR� EHWWHU� WKDQ� DQ� DUFKLWHFW� WR�
IXO¿OO�WKHVH�SRVLWLRQV���:KLOH�DUFKLWHFWV�PD\�QRW�EH�RYHUO\�
LQYROYHG� ZLWK� UHVLGHQWLDO� DUFKLWHFWXUH�� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
H[LVWV� E\� KHOSLQJ� KRPHRZQHUV� FRQYHUW� WKHLU� KRPHV�
WR� ]HUR�HQHUJ\� KRPHV�� � .HUPLW� %DNHU�� DQ� HFRQRPLVW�
IRU� WKH� $PHULFDQ� ,QVWLWXWH� RI� $UFKLWHFWV� �$,$��� VD\V��
³6XVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DUH�QRZ�LQWHUWZLQHG�´�,Q�D�
UHFHQW�$,$�VXUYH\��DUFKLWHFWV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW����SHUFHQW�RI�
WKHLU�FOLHQWV�LQ������XVHG�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�HOHPHQWV�
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7KH�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�GHOLYHU\�V\VWHP�RI�,QWHJUDWHG�3URMHFW�
'HOLYHU\��,3'��LV�DQRWKHU�SRWHQWLDO�DYHQXH�IRU�DUFKLWHFWV�
WR�SURYH�WKHLU�YDOXH���$V�VWDWHG�E\�DUFKLWHFW�5RQ�*UHHQ��³,I�
DUFKLWHFWV�ZDQW�WR�UHWDLQ�ZKDWHYHU�HGJH�WKH\�WHQDEO\�KROG�
LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�EXLOGLQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��WKH\�QHHG�WR�H[SDQG�
WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�EXLOGLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
GRFXPHQWV��DUFKLWHFWV�PXVW�DOVR� WDNH�D� OHDGHUVKLS� UROH�
LQ� WKH�GHVLJQ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURFHVV�´� �%XLOGLQJV�DUH�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�FRPSOH[�DQG�DUFKLWHFWV�FDQ�
LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�FDUHHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�E\�EHFRPLQJ�OHDGHUV�
DJDLQ�� 6LPLODU� WR� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQ� ,3'� LV� WKH� XVH� RI�
%,0�WHFKQRORJ\���%,0�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�ZKROH�QHZ�EXVLQHVV�
PRGHO�IRU�DUFKLWHFWV�DQG�¿UPV�WKDW�FUHDWH�YLUWXDO�GHVLJQHG�
HQYLURQPHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�IDFLOLWDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�OD\HUV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ����
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$QRWKHU�DUHD�RI�JUHDW�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�
LV�3XEOLF�,QWHUHVW�'HVLJQ��3HUKDSV�LJQLWHG�E\�$UFKLWHFWXUH�
IRU� +XPDQLW\�� 'HVLJQ� &RUSV�� 3XEOLF� $UFKLWHFWXUH�� DQG�
RWKHUV��LW�KDV�HPHUJHG�DV�D�YLDEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�
SUDFWLFH���,Q�0DUFK�������$UFKLWHFWXUDO�5HFRUG�GHGLFDWHG�
DQ� HQWLUH� LVVXH� WR� ³%XLOGLQJ� IRU� 6RFLDO� &KDQJH�´� � ,Q�
UHVHDUFK�E\�5,%$��PDQ\� UHFHQW�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�JUDGXDWHV�
DQG� VWXGHQWV� FKRVH� D� FDUHHU� LQ� WKH� EXLOW� HQYLURQPHQW�
SURIHVVLRQV�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�VRFLDO�DJHQGD���)XUWKHU�SURRI�
LQ�LWV�JURZWK�LV�WKH�3XEOLF�,QWHUHVW�'HVLJQ�,QVWLWXWH��DQG�
WKH� 6(('� �6RFLDO� (FRQRPLF� (QYLURQPHQWDO� 'HVLJQ��
1HWZRUN��ERWK�EHOLHYH�WKDW�GHVLJQ�FDQ�SOD\�D�YLWDO�UROH�LQ�
WKH�FULWLFDO�LVVXHV�IDFLQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV��LQ�
FULVLV�DQG�LQ�HYHU\�GD\�FKDOOHQJHV���
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Despite this negative attention, the career of an architect (and the 
architectural education), serve as a springboard to a myriad of career 
pursuits both in architecture and beyond.
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7RGD\¶V�DUFKLWHFWXUH�VWXGHQWV�VSHQG�PRUH� WLPH�RQ� WKH�FRPSXWHU�
WKDQ� HYHU� EHIRUH� DQG� LV� KDV� WUDQVODWHG� LQWR� \HW� DQRWKHU� FDUHHU�
SDWK���$UFKLWHFWV�GHVLJQ�UHDO�EXLOGLQJV��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
LQ�GHVLJQLQJ�YLUWXDO�ZRUOGV�	�FRPPXQLWLHV���:LWK�WKH�DGYHQW�RI�WKH�
VPDUWSKRQH�DQG�QRZ�WKH�WDEOHW��DUFKLWHFWV�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
HQWHU�WKH�IDVW�JURZLQJ�LQGXVWU\�������RI�VLPXODWLRQ�GHYHORSPHQW���
2QH�VXFK�H[DPSOH�RI�DUFKLWHFW�WXUQHG�WHFK�HQWUHSUHQHXU�LV�(YDQ�
6KDUS��IRXQGHU�RI�3LQWHUHVW���+H�ZDV�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�KLV�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
HGXFDWLRQ�DW�&ROXPELD�ZKHQ�KH�FUHDWHG�WKH�SRSXODU�SKHQRPHQRQ��
ZKLFK�KDV�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�YLVLWHG�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�
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2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��QXPHURXV�UHVRXUFHV�KLJKOLJKW�FDUHHUV�WKDW�³ORRN�
EH\RQG� DUFKLWHFWXUH�´� ��� ODQGVFDSH� DUFKLWHFWXUH�� LQWHULRU� GHVLJQ��
OLJKWLQJ�GHVLJQ��DFRXVWLFDO�GHVLJQ��HQJLQHHULQJ��FRQVWUXFWLRQ��XUEDQ�
DQG� UHJLRQDO�SODQQLQJ��DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KLVWRU\�� WKHRU\�DQG�FULWLFLVP��
DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�EHKDYLRUDO�UHVHDUFK���2QFH�VXFK�UHVRXUFH�
LV�$UFKLQHFW¶V�RQJRLQJ�VHULHV��:RUNLQJ�2XW�RI�WKH�%R[��WKDW�SUR¿OHV�
LQGLYLGXDOV�HGXFDWHG�DV�DUFKLWHFWV�LQ�SXUVXLW�RI�RWKHU�SDWKV�

6R��WKH�QH[W�WLPH�VRPHRQH�DVNV�RI�\RXU�IXWXUH��UHSO\�FRQ¿GHQWO\�
WKDW�\RX� LQWHQG�WR�XVH�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH� OHDUQHG�DV�DQ�DUFKLWHFW� WR�
LPSURYH� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI� OLIH� LQ� WKH� EXLOW� HQYLURQPHQW� DQG� DUH� MXVW�
SRQGHULQJ� WKH� GHWDLOV� WR� IXOO\� LPSOHPHQW� \RXU� GHVLUHG� SDWK�� �$V�
/HVOLH�.DQHV�:HLVPDQ��RI�WKH�1HZ�-HUVH\�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\�
KDV�VWDWHG��

³,�DP�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�«�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� LQ�FRPPDQG�RI�WKH�SRZHUIXO�
SUREOHP�GH¿QLQJ� DQG� SUREOHP�VROYLQJ� VNLOOV� RI� WKH� GHVLJQHU� ZLOO�
EH� IXOO\� FDSDEOH� RI� GHVLJQLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ� LPDJLQDWLYH� FDUHHUV� E\�
FUHDWLQJ� QHZ� GH¿QLWLRQV� RI� PHDQLQJIXO� ZRUN� IRU� DUFKLWHFWV� WKDW�
DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�ODQGVFDSH�RI�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�DQG�OLIH¶V�
HYHQWV�´

.HHSLQJ� LQ� PLQG� WKDW� WKH� FXUUHQW� 3UHVLGHQW� DQG� &KLHI�
([HFXWLYH�2I¿FHU� �&(2��RI�&KU\VOHU�%UDQG� IRU�&KU\VOHU�
*URXS�//&��6DDG�&KHKDE��KROGV�D�GHJUHH�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH���
EHORZ�DUH� MXVW�D�VDPSOLQJ�RI�SRVVLEOH�FDUHHU�¿HOGV�DQG�
RFFXSDWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�RQO\�RSHQ�WR��EXW�ZRXOG�EHQH¿W�
IURP�� WKRVH� KDYLQJ� UHFHLYHG� DQ� JHQHUDOLVW� DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
GHVLJQ�HGXFDWLRQ����

$GYHUWLVLQJ
$XWRPRWLYH
%RRN�3XEOLVKLQJ
(QHUJ\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ
(QYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�&RGHV
(QYLURQPHQWDO�6FLHQWLVW
(WKLFV�DQG�6XVWDLQDELOLW\
)DEULF�6WUXFWXUHV
)DVKLRQ�'HVLJQ
)HVWLYDO�$UFKLWHFWXUH
)LQDQFLDO�6HUYLFHV
)XUQLWXUH�'HVLJQ
*DPLQJ�(QYLURQPHQW�'HVLJQ
*UDSKLF�'HVLJQ
*OREDO�:HE�7HFKQRORJLHV
+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ
0DJD]LQH�3XEOLVKLQJ
0HGLD�DQG�(�&RPPHUFH
3URGXFW�$QDO\VLV
3URGXFWLRQ�'HVLJQHU
6DOHV�DQG�0DUNHWLQJ�0DQDJHPHQW
6HW�'HVLJQ
6RFLDO�0HGLD
6SDFH�$UFKLWHFWXUH
8VHU�([SHULHQFH��Ŷ
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